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The statistics for the different Indian states are not given
separately and, therefore, a regional grouping of the provinces
and states is not possible. But even then these figures help
us to arrive at important conclusions. The relative share of
the province of Bombay in the all-India production of yarn
and woven goods has declined from 71 and 80.9 per cent to
49.7 and 59.8 per cent respectively. The share of Bengal in
the all-India production of yarn and the shares of M.P, and
Madras in the all-India production of woven goods have also
shown slight decrease. With these exceptions, the propor-
tionate shares of all the remaining provinces and states of
India have shown considerable progress. Out of the major
producing areas, the production of yarn has trebled in the
U.P, and quadrupled in Madras and in the case of the Indian
states it has risen five times; the production of woven goods
has increased more than five times in the UP. and the Indian
states and more than nine times in Bengal.
The abnormal differences in development of spinning and
weaving in Madras need some explanation. In this province
the hand-loom section of the cotton industry has always been
very important. Generally, reliable figures about the hand-
loom industry are not available, but according to the esti-
mates1 .placed before the Tariff Board (1927), the province of
Madras alone accounted for nearly one-third of the total yam
consumed in 1924-25 by all the hand-looms in India. Subse-
quently when the development of comparatively cheap sup-*
plies of hydel energy facilitated the establishment of new
mills in close proximity to the cotton growing areas,2 many
of them took to spinning only to provide yarn to the local
hand-loom industry and thus the increase in the production
of woven goods has not been proportionate to the increase in
the production of yarn.
In spite of so much increase in the production of cotton
textiles in other provinces the province of Bombay alone still
provides 60 per cent of the total production of the whole of
the country, while the production in the Indo-Gangetic plain
is not more than 16 per cent of the, total. We may now pro-
1 Report ol the Indian Tariff Board, 1927 (Cktton Textile Industry
Enquiry), Vol. in, p. 1.
2 Report of the Special Tariff Board, 1936 (Cotton Textile Industry),
p, 15.